Homeowners Can’t [gnore Sidewalks
They’re Your Problem

Feep pour :ves owt for sidevalk issues. Homeowners are respmsible
for maintenance.
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ften there is-no safe way o get around
them—the amcks, mounding, gouges and

overgrowth that can' make sidewalks hax
ardous,

When someone trizg, stubsa toe, twiss an ankle
ot hay trouble manewering a wheelehai: or waller,
the question arises: "Who's responsible for this?”

If a public sidewnlk abuls your propery, you are.
A property owner's tesponsibility gos beyowd
keeping sidewalks free of snow and ice, \ property
wwmer elso is expectad to take an sctive role in pre-
venting sidewalk socidents by performing basic
muintenance sad by alerting lochl authorities to
pessible hozards.

Basle muintenance: i largely common BEfse,
Regtular sweoping ketps grass, leaves amd other de
bils from accumulatig, thus avolding slipping hax-
wds: Tn addition, griss and weeds shoald be pre-
vented from growing between bricks or conerete
sifewslk panels and dlong the curb lines, Suoh veg-
elation hastens the ceterioration of witkways and
sitters,

And don't just lod down. Robert A, Brabiker,
directar of Metropec Inc,, an Alexandriv-based ad-
vocute for wallers, devotes part of his Web site
(e metrapedorg) to pedestrian hezards that
e “seldom addresed,” including orerhanging
branches and overgown shrubs. Planis thal en-
cwich on walkways can be jost aa hamndoos as
surface problems because they can foree pedestri-

Treos planted (i the utility strip don't kave o)
o oy

Trea voots oie a major cayse of sidavall probiums.

Hameowners are reqaired to tell officials abait
hazardls suph as (hig,

uns (o step into the sreet to avoid sceapes and
seriches.

Shrubs and branches should be cut badt to the
progerty line. Municipalities have variows rules
that cover such plants. In Layrel, for exanple, the
code dictates that oveshanging branches must be
ut |exst seven feet above the sidewall.

In Alexandria, if clty crevws have to come ot to
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trim a homeawner's plans, the cost goes m the
homeoyner's tnx bill, saic Bretl Sweeney, had of
muintemnee i the city's Department of Trans-
portation and Environimertal Services.

It iy seem obvious wial constitutes a tripping
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Sidewalk Upkeep
Is Another Duty
Of Property Owners

SIDEWALKS. From FI
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‘Laurel, Teddy R. Drulaney, the
diector of public woks, said that
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sterts 10 crumble—will also put &
sidewalk section on the list for re
placement.

In the Districl. thee are no spe
gille definitions, Trigping hazards
wr2 devided case by se; said Bill
Rbw, spolesman for the D.C
Tansportation Department,

“We encourage people to call
oir citywide call center whensver
they see something tiat is a prob-
lem,” Ricg sald. The report is sup-
pesed to) be logged callers get
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three sides of the tree, Jeff Farner
of the Alexandria Planning and
Zening Department sid the goal
i (o maintain the sidewalks for pe-
destrians  while  providing tree
roots s much solf 2s possible.

Hazards Underfoot

There's much move to sidewalk care than shovelisg sno.
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